
 

 

 
 
 
 
July 23, 2020 
  
Dear Families and Staff, 
  
On behalf of the Oneida City School District, we hope you and your families are remaining safe and doing 
your best to follow guidance regarding measures to re-open our state and county. We are committed to 
communicating information as it becomes available. 
  
Re-opening plans 
In June and the beginning of July, the district sent several surveys to our parents and staff to garner feedback 
about how we could do things differently in the fall.  Additionally, the district created several teams that 
reviewed the survey feedback and created lists of questions and concerns about reopening.   
 
On July 15, 2020 school districts received guidance documents from the NYSDOH and the Governor’s office.  
On July 17, 2020, school districts received guidance from NYSED. There were four documents that totaled 184 
pages.  After reviewing the documents, the district began working with the teams to apply the guidance to our 
questions and concerns.  During this process, the district received two additional frequently asked question 
documents from NYSED that continue to clarify and/or change the original guidance.  For reference, all NYS 
reopening guidance can be found on our website at: 
https://www.oneidacsd.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=315640&pageId=7902401 
 
The district is required to submit assurances that we will follow all mandatory requirements to NYSED by July 
31.  Additionally, the district must post a reopening plan on our website by July 31 that includes the 
mandatory requirements.  Our plan must include information about how we will implement in-person 
instruction, hybrid instruction and remote instruction.   
 
The district has also been instructed that between August 1 and August 7, Governor Cuomo will be telling all 
school districts what type of instruction (in person, hybrid, or remote) must happen in the fall.  We will not be 
announcing the type of instruction we will have in the fall prior to the Governor’s announcement in early 
August. 
 
The district is working to include as much information as possible in our plan.  We know that our plan will be 
a living document and we expect that it will change with feedback and new guidance.  The finalized plan will 
be shared as soon as it is completed.   
 
Oneida City School District remains committed to open and transparent communications to support our 
students during this time. Our priority is the safety and education of all of our students.   As always, thank you 
for your patience, understanding and flexibility. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Mary-Margaret Zehr 
Superintendent 
 


